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GVBC PURPOSE 

STATEMENT 

At GVBC, we seek to glorify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 
~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our lives 
~growing in Christ-like character 
~and serving others in love. 

GVBC MISSION 

STATEMENT 
Helping people discover Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 

March 6, 2013 

Issue 5 

SPIRIT 
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
Matthew 6:12 

 

 

Dear Church, 

 

 

As I announced at our Annual Business meeting on 
February 24, I have felt led to have a theme for this year 2013. This is the first 
time in my ministry to have a theme for a year. But I feel convinced that this is a 
theme, topic, purpose, lifestyle, that we need, and it needs to permeate the life 
of our church. The theme is “Forgiveness”. It is the cornerstone of Christ’s 
ministry here on earth, yet in many cases, the least understood and the least 
practiced. 

 

It is hard to be forgiven and then hard to forgive. If we are prideful, if we are 
ashamed, if we don’t want a hand out, or to be in need, we really can’t accept 
the concept of forgiveness, nor the reality of what God did in Christ Jesus. So 
we work for our relationship with God, rather than accepting the fact that we 
cannot win God’s heart by earning it. God already loves us and paid our debt. 

 

But after being forgiven, we need to forgive like we have been forgiven. This is 
even harder, but it is our calling; it is our lifestyle; it is our witness. 

 

This year, we will learn the ways of forgiveness. It is not simple. To start our 
year off, we have decided that the Holy Week messages are all going to focus 
on forgiveness. The four sermon messages will be titled “From Forgiven to 
Forgiveness.” They will cover the promise, heart, cost, and hope of forgiveness. 
They will be covered on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and 
Easter. 

 

I know that forgiveness is hard, but we will gain so much when we learn the 
ways of Jesus. 

 

His child, 

Pastor Steve 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 



WONDERFUL MEMORIES FROM WINTER CAMP 
BY SUSAN WAKUTA, ELEMENTARY CHILDREN’S DIRECTOR 
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There were fourteen 4th & 5th graders and six counselors who 
went to Forest Home Junior Winter Camp from Friday, February 15 
to Sunday, February 17. The theme was “BEHOLD” where the 
campers encountered who God is, what God sees in you, and how 
the world can encounter God through you. This was based on 2 
Corinthians 3:18: 

“And we, who with 
unveiled faces all reflect 
the Lord’s glory, are 
being transformed into 
his likeness with ever-
increasing glory, which 
comes from the Lord, 
who is the Spirit.” [NIV] 

We were blessed with 
plenty of snow for the 
children to go inner-
tubing, make snowmen 
and have snowball fights. They also enjoyed Forest Home’s 
famous milk shakes and archery. 

I know I say this every year, but the children take home such 
wonderful memories from 

camp. Here’s just a few of their comments: 

“I learned God is always there for me.”  (from a 4th grade girl) 

“I enjoyed the snow, worship time and archery.”  (from a 5th grade 
boy) 

“I learned how to be a forgiving person and help others.” (from a  
5th grade girl) 

My sincere thank you to our congregation for your financial support 
and prayers. Three children were able to go to camp through 
scholarships. We also greatly rejoiced as two boys accepted Jesus 
as their Lord and Savior. 

God’s sovereignty was truly something to “BEHOLD.” 
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

Women’s Retreat 

Forgiveness . . . A Journey to Freedom 

 

 

 

 

 

April 20 — 21, 2013 

Grand Vista Hotel 

Simi Valley, CA 
Sign up after the worship services 

Cost:  $110.00/double occupancy 

$150.00/single occupancy 
 

Space is limited so register early! Sorry, NO REFUNDS 
 

DEADLINE to pay and register: Sunday, March 24. Register after first service in the Courtyard, after second service 

in the Community Hall or bring your registration form and money to the office. Registration forms also in the church 

office. Checks payable to GVBC [Women’s Retreat in subject line]. 
 

Financial assistance available. Contact Pastor Annette Kakimoto at annette@gvbc.net or (310) 323-5683, ext. 680. 
 

Retreat Speakers:  Jessie Carrara 

      Nancy Langley 

      Edna Uratsu 

GVBC 100
th
 Anniversary Logo Contest 

GVBC turns 100 on August 16, 2014, and the Celebration Planning Committee is holding a contest to 
design a logo that will appear on stationary, programs, website, shirts, and other items created for this 
special occasion. 

A theme and a verse have been selected: 
Theme: “His faithfulness continues…” 
Verse: “For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues through all 

generations.” (Psalm 100:5, NIV) 

Eligibility 

1. The contest is open to any individual. You do not have to be a member of the church to enter. 
2. Group entries are not permitted. 

How to Enter 

1. DEADLINE to enter: initial entries must be submitted on an 8.5”x11” sheet of white paper, 
accompanied by a completed entry form, to the church office on or before 4:00 p.m., April 30, 2013. 

2. Multiple entries from the same individual are allowed. 
3. Entries must conform to the Submission Guidelines. Entries which fail to do so will be rejected. 
4. All entries become the property of GVBC and will not be returned. 

NOTE: GVBC reserves the right to use all entries, in whole or in part, for its own purposes, without 
compensation to the entrants. 

Entry forms and submission guidelines are on the Narthex information counter. 

Any questions?  Contact: Nelson Shirota via the church office. 
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A ROYAL CITIZENSHIP 
PROFILE OF EIKO AMANO 

BY KATHY AISO 

Eiko Amano rejoices!  Born in Osaka and growing up 
in Tokyo, Eiko was raised in a strong and nurturing 
Christian home in Japan. Through the love and nurture 
of her Christian parents, she became grounded in the 
Lord as a child. 

Salvation Army officers 

Eiko’s parents, Yoshizo and Yoshino Soeda, were 
Salvation Army (SA) officers who shared about the 
Lord and their ministry to their four children. As the 
youngest child, Eiko recalled how much she enjoyed 
accompanying her parents while they ministered to 
others. She deeply loved and respected her parents 
and witnessed how they lived out their faith in God 
through their everyday lives. Eiko and her family moved many times, as they were transferred to 
different Salvation Army offices in Tohoku-chiho, Hokkaido-Sapporo and finally to the main office in 
Tokyo. 

Sharing the Gospel message 

Some of Eiko’s fondest recollections occurred during her high school and college years. For two weeks 
during the Christmas season, Eiko accompanied her father to minister as a SA officer in front of large 
department stores in the city. She recalls standing with her father in the snow while he played hymns on 
his trumpet and she collected donations for the ministry from people passing by. She also remembers 
distributing pamphlets, explaining the Gospel message to shoppers on the famous Tanukikoji Street 
while her father again played his trumpet. 

A gift to tell stories to children 

Eiko loves children. She attended the mission’s school, Hokusei Gakuen (HG) for high school and junior 
college. At the junior college, Eiko completed a two-year program and received a teaching certificate for 
preschool and kindergarten. 

One of Eiko’s outstanding areas in teaching was through storytelling. At the Kyoto Kizu Church where 
her future husband, Rev. Kunihiko Amano was pastor, Eiko used her storytelling gifts along with the 
church’s puppet ministry to tell Gospel stories to the kindergarten children. 

The puppet ministry, which Eiko played a large part in organizing, received the Emperor’s Special Award 
for Kyoto Prefecture in recognition for their creative outreach to the community. 

Along with the award, a monetary prize was given which was used for the church’s kindergarten 
program. 

Eiko meets her husband, Kunihiko 

Through a third party, Eiko met her future husband, Rev. Kunihiko Amano, who was serving as a pastor 
at the Shiogama Church in Northern Japan. 

In August 1964, the Amanos married. Rev. Amano admired Eiko for her patience, which made her a 
good mother to their four active sons — Aihiko, Yoshihiko, Kazuhiko, and Kiyohiko. 

Rev. Amano was also encouraged in his service to God as he observed Eiko’s family share their 
concerns and help to implement different outreach programs, through the Salvation Army, in helping the 
homeless, ex-convicts and women experiencing difficulties after WWII. Rev. Amano was amazed to find 
a family in Japan that is Christ-centered and involved in active service to the Lord. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Our loyalty is to our 
citizenship in heaven. 
— R. C. Scroll, Jr. 

(Front row) Rev. Kunihiko & Eiko Amano 
(Back row) Rev. Kazuaki & Miyoko Yamada      
with Rev. Bunso & Yukimi Otani 
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Congratulations to new parents 

� Brian & Hang Kwan Wong (Brian was our past Elementary Children’s Director). Here is the 

announcement: Dear friends and family, We want to welcome baby James into the world. He was 

born on February 19 at 9:31 a.m. He is 18.5 inches long and weighs in at a healthy 6 lbs. 14 oz. 

Hang Kwan came out of surgery beautifully and is now resting with baby James. Thank you for your 

prayers. Thank you and God bless. In Christ Jesus our Lord, Brian, Hang Kwan and Baby James 

Letters to our church family 

� Dear Friends: On behalf of the City of Gardena, we would like to extend our sincere and genuine 

thanks for your openhearted support in our 2012 “Helping Hands” Holiday Program. Your thoughtful 

donation of $500 [from our LOVE Fund], 61 bags and 1 case of food contributed to the sensational 

success of our program. We thank you for being the model of what the holiday season is truly 

about. I am awestruck how our community unites in spite of these tough economic times in lending 

“Helping Hand” to those in need in our community. May the New Year bring us all a great year and 

a revitalized spirit in our joint efforts in helping our Gardena Community. Sincerely, James Kimmons 

Recreation Supervisor, by Susie Santana, Recreation Coordinator 

FAMILY NEWS 

Service to the Lord 

In addition to the Shiogama (1961-1967) and Kyoto Kizu Churches (1967-1974), Rev. Amano, with Eiko 
at his side, served in the pastorate at the following churches:  Seattle Japanese Baptist Church (1974-
1980 as Nichigobu pastor), GVBC (1981-1988 as Nichigobu pastor), Yokohama Church (1991-2005), 
and Sapporo Kitano Christian Church (2005-2009). 

In Rev. Amano’s elected position as Japan Baptist Union (JBU) President (2001-2005), he and Eiko got 
to know our current Nichigo pastor, Pastor Eiji Osato. At that time Pastor Eiji & Emi Osato and family 
were serving on the mission field in Thailand and received financial support from the JBU for their entire 
19 years of ministry there. 

One of the highlights for the Amanos was at Seattle Japanese Baptist Church, where Eiko was baptized. 
It was a special moment for Eiko and also for Rev. Amano, who baptized her. 

Over the years, Eiko helped in different church preschools and daycare centers. At the GVBC 
Preschool, Eiko served as an assistant. She feels blessed and fondly remembers serving alongside our 
longtime members, Helene Shimane and Amy Kato. 

The golden years 

Today, the Amanos enjoy their golden years of retirement. It’s a special occasion when all their sons, 
their wives, and 10 grandchildren can get together since some live out of the Southern California area. 
On Sundays, the Amanos join the GVBC family, attending the NIchigo services. They affirm that Pastor 
Osato is doing a fine ministry at GVBC. 

All things work together for good 

Eiko’s favorite Bible verse, Romans 8:28 remind her how fortunate she is to have the strong influence of 
Christianity in her life from the beginning. 

“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are called according to His purpose.” 

From a faithful daughter to a good wife, mother, grandmother, and teacher, Eiko reflects the love of her 
Heavenly Father. 

(Profile of Eiko Amano Continued from page 4) 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact 
event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

� WANTED: Voices for the Adult Choir 
The GVBC choir is now accepting men & women 
(high school age and up) who love to sing and/or 
would love to learn to sing. No experience needed. 
We meet Thursday nights at 7:00 p.m. in Room 250. 
No signups needed. Just come and join us. For 
questions or info contact Susie Shelley, Choir 
Director, ext. 673 or susie@gvbc,net. 

� GVBC Bilingual Saturday Worship Services 
Saturday, March 9, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. Every second 
Saturday of the month. The next one is on Saturday, 
April 13 and it will be a concert. Refreshments 
served in Room 201 after the service. Everyone 
welcome. Contact Pastor Osato, ext. 676, 
eiji@gvbc.net. 

� Daylight Savings March 10, spring forward 1 hr. 
� Classes at GVBC 

• 101 Class Membership and Baptism, Sunday, 
March 10, 12:30 p.m. For high school age and 
up. For those seeking information about GVBC 
and who would like to become a member and/or 
be baptized. Taught by Pastor Steve Langley and 
Layne Wakuta. A light lunch is provided before 
class. Register by contacting Jan Magnani, ext. 0 
or e-mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class in the 
subject line]. 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Missions) 

♦ March 16 - 17 two-day trip to San Telmo 
♦ May 18, Sat. one-day trip to Tijuana 
♦ October 5, Sat. one-day trip to Tijuana 
♦ Dec 20-22 three-day trip to San Telmo 
We are collecting soap and shampoo samples all 
year long for the Mexico Missions' trips. If you stay 
in a hotel and are able to donate your extra soap 
and shampoo, please bring them to the church 
office and label with “Teresa Matsushima.”  Place it 
behind Jan Magnani’s desk on the table in the 
office. God bless. [NOTE: a U.S. passport is 
required. Spanish is helpful, but not required]. 
Contact Teresa Matsushima: treesaw47@gmail.com 

� Prime Timer’s Tours 

• May 16 (Thursday) Rail ‘n Sail (San Diego). 
Cost: $115 per person. Depart 7:30 a.m., return 
approx. 7:00 p.m. Payment Due: March 28. 

• September 4 to 10 Charms of the South — 
Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana. Tour 
Memphis, Vicksburg, Natchez, New Orleans. 
Prices: $2,725.00 per person (double 
occupancy), $3,125 (single). Payment Due: 
May 26. Depart 7:00 a.m. in front of New 
Gardena Hotel. Return approximately 8:30 p.m. 
on the 10th. Package includes: Roundtrip airfare 
(LAX-Memphis) and (New Orleans-LAX), 
baggage fee for Delta (1 bag) each way. 

Roundtrip motorcoach transfers to and from 
LAX, motorcoach transportation, six nights 
lodging, hotel tax, baggage handling, breakfast 
daily, one lunch, five dinners, sightseeing and 
admissions as per itinerary, Escort Services of 
Karen Anderson, gratuities for escort, drivers, 
and step-on guides. 

NOTE:  Cost of tours includes gratuity to 
motorcoach driver and are based on 19 to 29 
passengers. If we have more than 29 passengers, 
the rate will be less per person. Please make 
checks payable to GVBC [tour name in subject line]. 
Contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

� SAVE THESE DATES (more info to follow): 

• Workday Saturday, April 6 
• Easter Flowers Decoration Saturday, March 30: 
help water and set up the Easter flowers. Contact 
Jessie Carrara. 

• JEMS Mr. Hermon Summer Conference: Sunday, 
June 30 to Saturday, July 6. You may sign up to 
attend the conference by going to the JEMS website 
at www.jems.org. For questions contact Cynthia at: 
cynthiat@jems.org. 

• Vacation Bible School: July 15 to July 19. Our 
theme is “SonWest Roundup: a study of Exodus.” 

• Youth Summer Camp: middle school & high school, 
at Alpine Conference Center, August 4 - 9 

• Golf Tournament Monday, August 12 

 
KidZone March & April Events 

7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Community Hall 

 
March 8 — Ultimate Dodge Ball 
March 15 — Over The Line 
March 22 — Sockey 
March 29 — Easter Egg Hunt 

(in the dark — please bring your flashlight) 
 
April 5 — Castle Siege 
April 12 — Brave: X's and O's 
April 19 — Team Challenge 
April 26 — Soaring Over KidZone 
 
For more info contact Susan Wakuta at the church 
office or email: susan@gvbc.net. 
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Issue 6 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, March 20. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. 
All articles should be submitted by Sunday, March 17. 

Sunday, March 24 
“The Promise of Forgiveness” 

8:24 & 10:45 a.m. 
Both Services in the Community Hall 

Pastor Chris Koga 

Thursday, March 28 
“The Heart of Forgiveness” 

Pastors Annette Kakimoto & James Chang 

Celebrated through Community Groups 
with potluck meals. Those not in a group 
must sign up for a daytime or nighttime 
group. More details to follow. 

Friday, March 29 
7:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary 

“The Cost of Forgiveness” 
Pastor Daniel Matsuda & Susan Wakuta 
Family-oriented service for all ages 

Easter Sunday Services 
Sunday, March 31 

Both Services in the Community Hall 
8:45 & 10:45 a.m. 

“The Hope of Forgiveness” 
Pastor Steve Langley 

Order Your Easter Lilies 
To help decorate our church for Easter, we are receiving donations of $7.00 for each lily 
“In Memory of” or “In Honor of” your loved one(s). These names will be listed in the Spirit 
newsletter and the Easter worship bulletin. 

Lilies are on first-come, first-serve basis to take home after the 10:45 a.m. service on 
Sunday, March 31. 

Fill out the flyer on the Narthex counter then either put into the offering bag or bring to the office with 
your donation (checks made out to GVBC with Easter lilies in the subject line). 

DEADLINE to order is Sunday, March 24. 

Note: Jessie Carrara needs help with watering and setting up the Easter flowers. Please contact her via 
the church office or if you see her at church and she will let you know when to come to help out. 



┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

 

 

Steve Langley, Senior Pastor, ext. 0 

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor — Youth, ext. 681 

Eiji Osato, Associate Pastor — Nichigo, ext. 676 

James Chang, Assistant Pastor — Neighborhood, ext. 682 

Annette Kakimoto, Assistant Pastor —  

Leadership Development, ext. 680 

Chris Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ext. 685 (pt)  

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Middle School,ext.684 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary Children’s Director, ext. 689 

J.J. Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Wendy Nakano, Office Manager, ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assistant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani, Secretary, ext. 671 

Rei Abe, Nichigo Secretary, ext. 677 (pt) 

Aubrey Matsunami, Christian Educ. Secretary, ext. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor, ext. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashita, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Gerald Mayewaki, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

�Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary 
 

Sunday, March 10 
Daylight Savings Time begins (spring forward one hour) 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ John 4:1-26 
 

Sunday, March 17 St. Patrick’s Day 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ John 4:27-42 

 
Sunday, March 24 Palm Sunday 
Both services in the Community Hall 

Pastor Chris Koga ~ The Promise of Forgiveness 
 

Sunday, March 31 Easter Sunday 
Both services in the Community Hall 

Pastor Steve Langley ~ The Hope of Forgiveness 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., Room 206. 

Sunday, 
March 17 


